
Lesson 1: Representation of Statistical information (continued from previous page)

Lesson 2: Constructing and Analyzing Scatterplots

(continue to next page for Lesson 3)

For Online Materials, visit: www.actuarialfoundation.org/cultivatingdata

standards aLignMent
•  Grade 8: CCSS.Math 

.Content.8.SP.A.1

•  Grades 6–8: NCTM Data  
Analysis and Probability 

ObjectiveS:
Students will be able to: 

•  construct scatterplots;

•  find outliers; and

•  draw a line of best fit.

Time Required: 40 minutes, plus additional time for worksheets 
(may be split over two or more days)

Materials:  
  •  Study Time vs. Test Score: Table and Scatterplot (online)

  •  Worksheets 2.1 (inside), 2.2 (online), and 2.3 (online)

  •  Graph paper

DiRectiONS:
1.  Pose the following problem to your class: Do you think there 

is a relationship between the time studying for a test and the 
score earned? Discuss as a class.

2.  Ask how one could determine whether or not the relationship 
exists (e.g., conduct a study in which data on the amount of 
study time and the resulting grade are captured).

3.  Show the Study Time vs. Test Score table to the class. Ask 
if the table clearly shows the relationship between the two 
variables. Ask if there might be a clearer way to show the 
relationship (a scatterplot). 

4.  Show the Study Time vs. Test Score scatterplot to the class. 
Point out that the independent variable (which could be 
thought of as the cause) is study time and is on the X-axis. The 
dependent variable (the effect)—in this case the test score—is 
on the Y-axis.

5.  If the class is comfortable creating and reading scatterplots, 
take a few data points from the table and show where they 

appear on the scatterplot. If the class has less experience 
with scatterplots, show how all the points on the table are 
represented on the scatterplot. 

6.  Ask if the scatterplot shows a relationship between study 
time and test score and, if so, how. Point out that the general 
shape the points make slope upward to the right, showing 
that, in general, scores increase as study time increases. This 
pattern is known as a positive correlation. If the scatterplot 
sloped downward to the right, we might say it has a negative 
correlation. An example of a negative correlation might 
be apparent if we made a scatterplot of hours of television 
watched versus test scores. Sometimes, no relationship is 
apparent between the variables, e.g., if we plotted the number 
of letters in a person’s first name versus the number of letters 
in his or her last name.  

7.  Call the class’s attention to the points on the scatterplot for 
Sloane (studied 25 minutes and received a score of 98) and 
Rick (studied 125 minutes and received a score of 77). Ask if 
these two points appear to follow the trend observed of more 
study time leading to a higher score. Indicate that these points 
are called “outliers” because they fall outside the pattern 
formed by the other points. Ask if these two points represent 
possible data collection errors or if there could be a reasonable 
explanation for why they fall outside the pattern.

8.  Ask if it would be possible to use the scatterplot to predict what 
a person would score if they studied for, say, 40 or 100 minutes. 
Show how to draw a line of best fit by “eyeballing” the points 
on the scatterplot. Inform the class that the line doesn’t have 
to go through any of the points, but it’s easiest to draw the line 
by identifying two representative points and connecting them. 
The resulting line can be used to make predictions, either by 
finding a point on the line or by determining the formula of the 
line and plugging in values. If the class is sufficiently advanced, 
demonstrate how to determine line of best fit with the least 
squares method or on a graphing calculator.  

9.  Distribute Worksheets 2.1–2.3 to students over 1–3 days, then 
review answers with class. 

DEAR TEACHER,
Welcome to Cultivating 
Data, a new math program 
to help grades 7–8 students 
understand key concepts 
of data analysis and their 
graphic representations.

Developed by The 
Actuarial Foundation 
with Scholastic, this 
standards-aligned program 
provides knowledge- and skill-building 
materials to address math concepts in a real-
world business and decision-making context that middle 
school students will find meaningful. We hope you enjoy 
this new program!

Sincerely,
The Actuarial Foundation            Scholastic Inc.

standards 
aLignMent
•  Grade 7: CCSS.Math 

.Content.7.SP.B.4

•  Grades 6–8: NCTM 
Data Analysis and 
Probability

ObjectiveS:
Students will be able 
to use statistical information to construct:

 •  line plots;

  •     stem-and-leaf plots; and

  •  box-and-whisker plots.

Time Required: 60 minutes, plus additional time 
for worksheets (may be split over two or more days)

Materials: Worksheets 1.1 (inside), 1.2 (online), 
and 1.3 (online)

Note: The lesson is based on the assumption  
that students have a working knowledge of mean, 
median, mode, and range. If needed, a lesson  
and worksheets on these topics are available at 
www.actuarialfoundation.org/cultivatingdata.

DiRectiONS:
1.  Ask the class how many phones they have in 

their home. Have students respond one at a time 
and record each answer on the board. (Note 
that any similar question that works for your 
particular class will serve the purpose.) Ask if 
there is a way to organize the data on the board. 

2.  If it isn’t mentioned, suggest a line plot. 
Demonstrate how to construct a line plot. 
First, find the smallest and largest answers, 
and then construct a number line with the 
smallest value at one end and the largest at 
the other. Draw an “X” on the number line for 
each answer, with duplicate responses placed 
above previously recorded responses.  

3.  Point out how to use the plot to find the range, 
mode, and median. Review the meaning of 
these terms as necessary.

4.  Indicate that a line plot can be useful when 
range of the data isn’t very wide. To provide 
an example of data with a wider range, write 
the points scored by the San Antonio Spurs 
in games they played in April 2013* on the 
board: 90, 98, 88, 99, 86, 108, 86, 106, 95, 91, 
102, 120, 103. (Feel free to select statistics  
for a team you and/or your class support!)

5.  Demonstrate how to construct a stem-and-
leaf plot from the data on the board:

Lesson 1: Representation 
of Statistical information

OVERViEW OF PROGRAM
1. The POSTER/TEACHiNG GUiDE includes lessons and worksheets on:
•	 	constructing and interpreting data tables, line plots, box-and-whisker 

plots, and stem-and-leaf plots;
•	 scatterplots with line of best fit and outliers; and
•	 calculating expected value (advanced lesson)

It also includes a classroom poster to reinforce key data analysis 
vocabulary and graph types. 

2.  The ONLiNE MATERiALS, available at www.actuarialfoundation.org/
cultivatingdata, include:

•	 Additional worksheets to supplement the lessons
•	 Standards alignment chart
•	  Supplemental lesson and worksheets on measures of central tendency

3. ONLiNE BONUS: Also, look for custom interactive data analysis tools 
that teachers can use for whiteboard class presentations and student 
assignments. You’ll find calculators of mean, median, mode, and standard 
deviation; a box-and-whisker plot generator; and a scatterplot generator. 

Program Story Line: Entrepreneurial middle school students Jennifer and 
Lucas Harris have been given ten acres of their family farm to start their 
own business. They develop and market new products such as organic and 
exotic vegetables. To make business decisions, such as selecting profitable 
crops and optimizing promotions, they turn to data analysis tools.  

www.actuarialfoundation.org/programs/youth_education.shtml
MORE FREE MATH PROGRAMS:
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6.  Point out how to find the range, mode, and median using the 
plot and remind the class how to find the mean.

7.  Indicate to the class that a box-and-whisker plot is another 
way to display and analyze data. Write test scores for two 
classes on the board:

  Class 1: 30, 75, 75, 80, 80, 85, 85, 85, 90, 95, 95

  Class 2: 50, 60, 65, 70, 75, 75, 80, 85, 85, 90, 100  

8.  Ask how the performance of the two classes can be compared.

9.  Demonstrate how to construct a box-and-whisker plot for each 
class, showing how the five points of minimum, first quartile, 
median, third quartile, and maximum are determined and 
displayed as follows:

 

1009590858075706560555045403530

Class 1:

Class 2:

10.  Discuss how class 1, even though their highest and lowest 
scores were below class 2, can be considered to have performed 
better because the middle two quartiles are higher on the 
number line.

11.   Distribute Worksheets 1.1–1.3 to students over 1–3 days,  
then review answers with class.

(continued on next page)

1.  

2.   Median: 9.5 pounds 
Mode: 20 pounds 
Range: 20 pounds

Worksheet 1.2: “Love Those  
Leafy Greens!” (online)

1. 
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2. Median: 50; Mode: 50; Range: 38

NOW TRy THiS: The median and mode of 50 are 
reasonable measures of the typical number of 
customers. Although there are a number of lower 
values, it can be attributed to slow business 
during the first few days of operation. 

Worksheet 1.3: “Box it Up!” (online)

1. 
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2.  Sweet potatoes and Brussels sprouts have the 
highest interquartile ranges.

NOW TRy THiS: Answers will vary, depending 
on the vegetables selected. Although the box-
and-whisker plot takes longer to prepare, it has 
the advantage of providing information about 
interquartile ranges.

Worksheet 2.1: “That’s a  
Lotta Lettuce!” 
1. 

2.  There is a negative correlation. The lower  
the order amount to receive free shipping,  
the higher total sales are.

3.  The order amount for free shipping is the 
independent variable. Total sales is the 
dependent variable.

NOW TRy THiS: It’s impossible to tell for sure. 
Sales might decline further, but it may also be 
possible that some customers simply want the 
finest vegetables and would continue to buy even 
without free shipping.

Worksheet 2.2: “Pounding  
the Pavement!” (online)

1. 

2.  Although there are outliers, there is a positive 
correlation between hours worked and sales.

NOW TRy THiS: Answers will vary, but the day  
with eight hours worked with only $450 in sales  
might have been a rainy, slow day while the day 
with only two hours worked and $660 in sales 
might have been right before July 4, with chefs 
stocking up for a busy weekend.
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NOW TRy THiS: Wunderbar’s biggest orders come 
on the weekends, when his restaurant is busier than 
on weeknights. He places much larger orders (16, 
18, or 20 pounds) on those days alone. The lower 
weekday orders bring down the median.

Worksheet 2.3: ”The Future  
of Our Farm” (online)

1. & 2. 

3.  3 inches of water = a yield of approximately 43.5 
7 inches of water = a yield of approximately 46.5

NOW TRy THiS: Answers will vary, but it is 
important for students to realize that the line of 
best fit is a model used to make predictions but it 
can’t be followed blindly. Common sense dictates 
that the relationship between applying water and 
increasing yields can’t continue forever. 

Advanced Worksheet: “you Say Tomato!”
1.  Frequency tables:
Red Ready

Number 
of Tons

Frequency 
of Number

Probability of Number 
= Frequency / Total

10 1 5%
11 2 10%
12 2 10%
14 2 10%
15 1 5%
16 6 30%
18 2 10%
19 2 10%
20 2 10%

 

Crimson Champ

Number 
of Tons

Frequency 
of Number

Probability of Number 
= Frequency / Total

0 2 10%
10 3 15%
12 1  5%
14 1  5%
16 2 10%
17 4 20%
20 1  5%
26 3 15%
28 2 10%
30 1  5%

 

2.  Expected values: 
Red Ready = 15.45 
Crimson Champ = 17.0

3.  Answers will vary, but could include mention 
that current crop yields might differ from yields 
in prior years due to drought, excessive rain, 
extreme temperatures, pests, etc. Additionally, 
students might mention that a sample of 20 
might not be large enough to ensure a high 
level of comfort.

NOW TRy THiS: Crimson Champ has a higher 
expected value than Red Ready. However, Red 
Ready has a more “dependable” yield in that, in 
prior years, yields stayed fairly close to the mean 
while yields for Crimson Champ deviate more 
widely from the mean. Additionally, with Crimson 
Champ, there is a 10% chance of no yield at all. 
Crimson Champ offers higher potential reward, 
but at the price of higher risk. 
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Starting Out 
Statisticswith

Cultivating
Data

Grades 7–8 
& Advanced

Poster/Teaching Guide for Grades 7–8 & Advanced
Aligns with Common Core State and NCTM Standards 

What	is	an	actuary? An actuary is an expert in statistics who 
works with businesses, governments, and organizations to help 
them plan for the future. Actuarial science is the discipline that 
applies math, economics, and statistical methods to assess risk.

D E V E L O P E D  W i T H

Bonus:	Interactive		
Data	Analysis	Tools!

www.actuarialfoundation.org/
cultivatingdata

For Online Materials, visit: www.actuarialfoundation.org/cultivatingdata

Worksheet 1.1: “More Rutabagas, Please!”
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